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of a Prime Minister to request a dissolution. If, after a general
election, particularly one which followed a dissolution granted at
his own request, a Prime Minister found himself with a very small
majority in the new House of Commons, as actually happened in
1950, it may be that the Sovereign ought to satisfy himself that no
alternative Ministry could be formed before granting a second
dissolution. In practice no doubt the Prime Minister would himself
so advise. If he did not, there is some authority including that of
Lord Asquith and Oxford, for the view that the Sovereign would be
entitled to seek advice from other Privy Councillors who might be
willing to form a second Government. The dilemma is, if a new
Prime Minister took office, he might himself have to seek an early
dissolution. If this was granted to him after it had been refused to
his predecessor, the political impartiality of the Sovereign would be
endangered.
Until 1867 the death of the Sovereign affected the duration of Demise of
Parliament. Since th^egresentation of ^hePeo£le Act, ^1867, the the Crown.
duration of a Parliament has been independent of the life" "of the
Sovereign. Similarly should Parliament be prorogued or adjourned
at the time of the death of the Sovereign, it meets at once without
summons. Should the Sovereign die after a dissolution, but before
the day fixed for the meeting of the new Parliament, the old Parlia-
ment would assemble and sit for six months or until sooner dissolved:
j
Prorogation brings to an end, not the existence, but a session of Prorogation.
Parliament. Prorogation is effected either by the Sovereign in person
or by a Royal Commission, the latter being the normal method, and
operates until a fixed date. Parliament may be recalled by proclama-
tion at one day's notice during a prorogation, if an emergency
occurs.1 Prorogation terminates all business, and any pubUc^BiUaj
which have not passed through all th,e^J&ge$ in both Hou^esjagse^
IrTTKe case of private Bills a resolution may be passed befbrelhe end
of a preceding session directing that a particular Bill be held over till
the next session, but public Bills have not hitherto been carried over
in this way.
An adjournment of Parliament is effected by either House of Par- Adjourn-
liament for such time as it pleases, but does not put an end to any raent'
uncompleted business. The Sovereign may call upon Parliament to
meet before the conclusion of an adjournment intended to last for
more than fourteen days. In practice arrangements are made for
terminating the adjournment of either House at short notice, should
the Lord Chancellor or the Speaker be satisfied that the public
interest requires it.
1 Parliament (Elections and Meetings) Act, 1943, s. 34.

